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CONPIDENTIAL BEIRUT 2906 
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TAGS: PEPR PINTLE 

SUBJ: SOUTH LEBANON: CONVERSATION WITH PRENCH AMBASSADOR 

1. SUMMARY: DURING ONE-HOUR CONVERSATION ON MAY 24, PRENCH 
AMBASSADOR DISCUSSED GOP VIEWS ON THE ROLE OF SYRIA IN LEBANON, 

THE OCCUPATION OP TYRE BY THE PRENCH UNIPIL CONTINGENT, THE 
ACTIVITIES OF UNIFIL, INCLUDING THE POSSIBILITY OP LAP PARTICI- 
PATION, AND THE IMPORTANCE FOR FRANCE OF A PROMPT ISRAELI WITH- 
DRAWAL. END SUMMARY. 

2. CHARGE CALLED ON PRENCH AMBASSADOR MAY 24. DURING ONE-HOUR 
CONVERSATION, DURING WHICH PRENCH COUNSELOR OP EMBASSY DE 
LAVERGNEE WAS ALSO PRESENT, THEY MADE POLLOWING POINTS: 

3. THE ROLE OP THE SYRIANS IN LEBANON. AFTER MEETING WITH A 
NUMBER OP LEBANON'S TRADITIONAL POLITICAL LEADERS AS WELL AS 
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POREIGN MINISTRY OPPICIALS DURING HIS RECENT VISIT, QUAI D'ORSAY 
DIRECTOR OP ME APPAIRS SERVAN HAD CONCLUDED THAT SYRIA WAS PLAYING 
BOTH A POSITIVE AND A NEGATIVE ROLE IN LEBANON. ON PLUS SIDE, 

PRESENCE OP 20,000-30,000 SYRIAN TROOPS WAS THE MAJOR PACTOR IN 
PREVENTING RENEWAL OP CONPLICT BETWEEN LEBANON’S VARIOUS ARMED 
PACTIONS - THE CHRISTIAN AND MUSLIM MILITIAS, AND THE PALESTI- 
NIANS. ON THE OTHER HAND, SYRIA'S INTERPERENCE IN LEBANON'S 
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INTERNAL POLITICAL PROBLEMS WAS COMPLICATING AN ALREADY DIEFICULT 
SITUATION. IN FRENCH VIEW, SYRIA HAD MADE CLEAR THAT IT WOULD 
NOT AGREE TO ANY NEW LEBANESE CABINET THAT DID NOT INCLUDE SYRIAN 
SYMPATHIZERS, SUCH AS ASSEM KANSU AND KAMAL SHATILA. SINCE 
CAMILLE CHAMOUN REEUSED TO PARTICIPATE IN ANY GOVERNMENT WHICH 
INCLUDED THEM, PROGRESS TOWARDS POLITICAL RECONCILIATION WAS 
FROZEN. ERENCH THOUGHT CHAMOUN'S POSITION WAS UNREALISTIC; GIVEN 
THE GEOPOLITICAL FACTS, LEBANESE CHRISTIANS WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT 
AT LEAST SOME SYRIAN INFLUENCE IN LEBANON'S POLITICAL LIFE. 

4. ERENCH OCCUPATION OP TYRE. AMBASSADOR ARGOD SAID THAT WHEN 
FRENCH UNIFIL TROOPS FIRST ARRIVED IN TYRE, THE PORT AREA ITSELF 
WAS DESERTED. FRENCH HAD TRIED TO PERSUADE THE SMALL UNIT OF 
LEBANESE GENDARMES, WHICH HAD HOLED UP IN ITS BARRACKS NEARBY, 

TO TAKE CONTROL OF THE PORT WITH ERENCH SUPPORT. LEBANESE HAD 
REEUSED TO BUDGE. EVEN WHEN A SHIP ARRIVED AT TYRE HARBOR, ERENCH 
HAD BEEN UNABLE TO PERSUADE LEBANESE GENDARMES TO ASSUME OPFICIAL 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR HANDLING SHIP'S DOCUMENTS, EVEN WITH FRENCH 
SUPPORT. AS A RESULT, PALESTINIANS MET THE SHIP, COLLECTED LL2 
MILLION IN CUSTOMS' FEES, AND HAVE CONTROLLED PORT AREA EVER 
SINCE. FRENCH DEEPLY REGRETTED THIS MISSED OPPORTUNITY TO REA- 
SSERT LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY. 

5. THE ROLE OF UNIFIL. 

A. FRENCH SAID THAT THEIR UNIFIL CONTINGENT HAD RECEIVED ORDERS 
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TO EXAMINE DOCUMENTS OP ALL THOSE SEEKING TO RETURN SOUTH LEBANON; 
THEORETICALLY, ONLY LEBANESE WHO WERE BORN IN SOUTH LEBANON WERE 
TO BE ALLOWED INTO UNIFIL AREA BUT IN PRACTICE MOST WHO WERE 
UNARMED WERE ALLOWED TO ENTER. 

B. ARGOD SAID THAT WHEN SERVAN HAD MET WITH QADDUMI, QADDUMI HAD 
ARGUED THAT UNIPIL HAD NO RIGHT TO INTERFERE WITH ANY ARMED PALES- 
TINIANS IT MIGHT FIND IN SOUTH LEBANON. ACCORDING TO QADDUMI, 

SIMPLE BEARING OF ARMS WITHIN THE UNIFIL AREA WAS NOT A "HOSTILE" 

ACT WITHIN THE MEANING OF UN RESOLUTION 426. ONLY IF ONE ATTEMPTED 
TO USE THE WEAPON COULD THE ACT BE CONSIDERED HOSTILE. ARGOD SAID 
THAT IF THIS INTERPRETATION IS ACCEPTED, UNARMED PALESTINIANS, 

WITH FORGED LEBANESE ID CARDS IF NECESSARY, CAN EASILY CROSS 
UNIFIL LINES, PICK UP ARMS THEY HAD PREVIOUSLY HIDDEN, AND REES- 
TABLISH THEIR ARMED PRESENCE IN SOUTH LEBANON. 

C. AMBASSADOR ARGOD SAID THAT EVEN IP THE ISRAELIS WITHDRAW 
FROM ALL OF SOUTH LEBANON ON JUNE 13 AS PROMISED, HE VERY MUCH 
FEARED THERE WOULD BE FURTHER INCIDENTS. LAVERGNEE REMARKED THAT 
PREVIOUS INCIDENTS INVOLVING THE FRENCH CONTINGENT HAD OCCURRED 
IMMEDIATELY ALTER PART TER ISRAELI WITHDRAWALS, WHEN PALESTINIANS 
WERE TRYING TO REESTABLISH CONTACTS. PROBLEM WOULD BE FURHTER 
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COMPLICATED BY THE NEED TO WORK OUR RELATIONS BETWEEN UNIFIL AND 
CHRISTIAN MILITIA FORCES, WHICH HAD RECENTLY BEEN REINFORCED. 

FRENCH WERE NOT SURE THAT HADDAD AND SHIDIAC WOULD ALLOW UNIFIL 
TO OPERATE IN THEIR AREAS BUT WERE CERTAIN THAT CHRISTIAN MILI- 
TIAS WOULD NOT ALLOW THEMSELVES TO BE DISARMED. AMBASSADOR ARGOD 
THOUGHT THERE WAS MORE POTENTIAL FOR TROUBLE AFTER JUNE 13 THAN 
BETWEEN NOW AND THAT DATE. 

6. THE ROLE OF LEBANESE TROOPS. AMBASSADOR ARGOD SAID THAT 
ACCORDING TO HIS INFORMATION, THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT IS STILL 
REEUSING TO SEND ANY LEBANESE ARMY (LAE) UNITS TO SOUTH LEBANON. 

THE GOL EXPLAINED THAT THEY COULD NOT SEND SUCH UNITS BY ROAD 
BECAUSE THEY WOULD HAVE TO PASS THROUGH PALESTINIAN-CONTROLLED 
TERRITORY AND THE PALESTINIANS HAVE REFUSED TO GIVE THEIR PER- 
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MISSION. ALTHOUGH LAF UNITS COULD THEORETICALLY BE SENT BY SEA, 

THIS WAS NOT A VIABLE ALTERNATIVE BECAUSE IT WOULD BE AN EXTREMELY 
EMBARRASSING ADMISSION THAT THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT COULD NOT EVEN 
SEND ITS OWN ARMY TO SOME PARTS OF LEBANON. IN RESPONSE TO 
CHARGE'S QUESTION ABOUT POSSIBLE DEPLOYMENT OF PURELY SYMBOLIC 
LAF UNITS, ARGOD SAID THAT IF THEIR EUNCTION WAS LIAISON WITH 
LOCAL POPULATION AND INTERPRETING, THIS COULD BE BETTER PERFORMED 
BY GENDARMES. ARGOD SAID THAT THERE WERE NOW SMALL GROUPS OF 
LEBANESE GENDARMES STATIONED AT ALL ERENCH-MANNED POSTS AND HE 
UNDERSTOOD THIS WAS TRUE OF SENEGALESE OUTPOSTS AS WELL. HE WAS 
NOT SURE OF SITUATION REGARDING OTHER UNIEIL CONTINGENTS. WE 
AGREED THAT EIGURE OF 250 GENDARMES WE HAD BOTH BEEN GIVEN BY THE 
GOL WAS A TOTAL FOR ALL PARTS OF SOUTH LEBANON AND PROBABLY 
INCLUDED SOME WHO HAD NOT YET REPORTED BACK EOR DUTY. 

7. AS CHARGE WAS LEAVING, FRENCH COUNSELOR STRESSED IMPORTANCE 
FOR FRANCE OF COMPLETE ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL ON JUNE 13 AS PROMISED. 
FRENCH BELIEVED THAT ONLY WHEN THE ISRAELIS WERE TOTALLY OUT OF 
LEBANON WOULD IT BE POSSIBLE TO WORK OUT A MODUS VIVENDI BETWEEN 
UNIFIL, THE PALESTINIANS AND THE LEBANESE WHICH WOULD HAVE SOME 
CHANCE OF ENDURING. IN ADDITION, FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN UNIFIL 
HAD BEEN SEVERELY CRITICIZED IN SOME QUARTERS IN FRANCE. AN 
ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL AS SCHEDULED WOULD BE ONE SOLID ACCOMPLISHMENT 
THE FRENCH GOVERNMENT COULD POINT TO AS A POSITIVE RESULT OF ITS 
PARTICIPATION IN THE UNIFIL EXERCISE. 

LANE 
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